
 
 

MY CADETSHIP - DECK CADET JAMES SNELSON  
  
Deck Cadet James Snelson commenced his Officer Cadetship in September 2021 and is fully sponsored by the 
Corporation of Trinity House.  James has already gained valuable seagoing experience aboard two vessel types 
and is currently undertaking further academic studies and professional short courses at Fleetwood Nautical 
Campus, part of the Blackpool and the Fylde College.   
 
Once he has completed this middle college phase, James will return to sea for further seagoing and 
watchkeeping experience before then undertaking his final college training phase at Fleetwood, qualifying as 
an Officer of the Watch and being awarded his Foundation Degree (FdSc) in Nautical Science. 
 

 

      
 
 
What made you decide to follow a seagoing career and undertake an Officer Cadetship? 
 
I was drawn to a life at sea by the ability to travel and explore the world with a career that is so varied.   
 
The Officer Cadetship really interested me as it provides the key training required in a package which 
combines academic studies at college with professional training on ships. 
 
How did you learn about careers at sea and then decide upon your professional discipline (i.e. Deck Officer, 
Engineer Officer or Electro-Technical Officer)? 
 
I found out about the Officer Cadetship through advertisements on social media and started my research 
from there.  The Deck department interested me the most as it involves many disciplines that overlap, such 
as seamanship and logistics. 
 



In accepting your sponsoring organisation’s offer of an Officer Cadetship, which factors most influenced 
your decision? 
 
In accepting the offer of sponsorship from the Corporation of Trinity House, I realised the huge benefits to 
be gained from the diversity of ships they can place me on as part of my cadetship and also the inclusion of 
the networking scheme that they have for qualified officers under the Trinity House Yeoman’s Scheme. 
 
Please describe your experience at college during your first training phase, in terms of academic delivery, 
safety training courses and preparation for your first seagoing appointment. 
 
My experience of Fleetwood Nautical College during my first phase is very positive as help was there for any 
struggles with the classes and the safety training courses were most informative and concise, making me feel 
confident in my abilities to react to an emergency. 
 
I also felt well prepared for my first ship appointment, with what to expect having been fully explained. 
 
How did you feel as you walked up the gangway upon joining your first vessel? 
 
I certainly felt welcomed upon joining my first ship and was excited to get to sea to sail around the world. 
 
 

 
 
 
Please describe your experience on your first seagoing vessel appointment, in terms of onboard integration, 
work experience, training support and general lifestyle aboard. 
 
Both officers and crew took much time out of their own day to help me learn and develop my own skills 
onboard. 
 
They made me feel at home and allowed me to relax into my role onboard in my own time. 
 
What have been the most demanding and the best parts of your college training phases? 
 
The amount and level of academic work can be demanding but the new people I have met and the 
camaraderie among classmates is the best part of my time at college. 
  
 



Which types of vessel have you sailed upon so far and do you have any favourite ports of call? 
 
So far, I have sailed on a Trinity House Multi-functional Buoy Tender and a Royal Navy offshore patrol vessel.   
 
My favourite port of call so far would be the tropical island of Palau within the Philippine Sea. 
 
 

      
 
 
From both a professional and personal perspective, what have been the highlights of your seagoing 
appointments to date? 
 
The runs ashore in foreign ports have been some of the highlights of my time onboard ships as I would never 
have visited some of the countries I have been to if it were not undertaking this Officer Cadetship. 
 
What personal benefits have you have gained so far from undertaking your cadetship? 
 
One major personal benefit I have gained is a massive boost in confidence for meeting new people and 
throwing myself into new experiences. 
 
 

      
 
 
 



How do you see your career developing once you have successfully completed your cadetship? 
 
After I successfully complete my cadetship, I want to progress through the ranks aboard ship and eventually 
become the Master (Captain) of my own ship. 
 
What would be your recommendations to someone who is considering undertaking an Officer Cadetship 
too in the near future? 
 
For anyone considering an Officer Cadetship, I would certainly recommend gaining sponsorship from Trinity 
House and taking full advantage of the excellent opportunities this career offers. 


