
 
 

MY CADETSHIP – DECK CADET HANNAH JONES  
  
Deck Cadet Hannah Jones commenced her Officer Cadetship in September 2021 and is fully sponsored by 
Maersk Supply Service.  After completing her initial academic studies and professional short courses at 
Warsash Maritime School, Hannah is now undertaking her final university phase after completing two sea 
phases aboard several Anchor Handling Tug Supply vessels 
 

During her cadetship, Hannah has gained excellent seagoing and watchkeeping experience and will now 
complete her remaining academic and safety training elements at Warsash Maritime School before qualifying 
as an Officer of the Watch and being awarded her BSc(Hons) degree in Nautical Science.  
 
 

 

 
 

      
What made you decide to follow a seagoing career and undertake an Officer Cadetship? 
 

After finishing Sixth form, I wanted to embark on a career path that was different to the norm.  I have always 
enjoyed travelling and knew that a job at sea would fulfil that for me.  



How did you learn about careers at sea and then decide upon your professional discipline (i.e. Deck Officer, 
Engineer Officer or Electro–Technical Officer)? 
 

I had never even considered a job at sea before as, apart from my grandfather, it is not a profession any of 
my family members or friends are a part of.  I came across an advertisement online and began my research 
from there.  Having not studied any engineering related subject before, I knew a career as a Deck Officer 
would be more suited to my capabilities and preferences. 
 
In accepting your sponsoring organisation’s offer of an Officer Cadetship, which factors most influenced 
your decision? 
 

The amazing reputation of Maersk Supply Service (MSS) is undeniable.  Even during the recruitment 
interviews, I was made to feel so comfortable and knew that this would reflect my time going forward in the 
company. The type of work that MSS vessels do is so varied and interesting, I knew my cadetship with them 
would be fascinating.  
 

 

 
 
 
Please describe your experience at college during your first training phase, in terms of academic delivery, 
safety training courses and preparation for your first seagoing appointment. 
 

Phase 1 at college was certainly eye opening.  It was a time to find balance between making so many new 
friends and working hard at getting my first insight into the industry.  The subjects are extremely interesting 
and relevant to my time at sea.   
 
The STCW short courses are really engaging and definitely prepare you sufficiently for your time onboard.  
   
How did you feel as you walked up the gangway upon joining your first vessel? 
 

Joining any vessel for the first time will always be nerve racking, with a mixture of excitement and 
apprehension.  However, after 10 minutes aboard you realise that there is nothing to worry about!  After 
meeting the crew and exploring the vessel, it all begins to get easier.  
 



Please describe your experience on your seagoing vessel appointments, in terms of onboard integration, 
work experience, training support and general lifestyle aboard. 
 

Personally, I have had nothing but great experiences onboard.  It does not take long to settle in, once you 
unpack and make your cabin your space, you begin to relax.  I have been lucky to sail with knowledgeable 
crew who are always willing to share their expertise with me.  There are endless amounts to learn every single 
day.  The crews have always made me feel so welcome and involved in all operations, to which I am so 
thankful.  
 

 
 

 

What have been the most demanding and the best parts of your college training phases? 
 

Due to studying a BSc Honours degree integrated cadetship, the workload at college can be very demanding. 
The exams are challenging and require a lot of time and effort.  However, the content of the work is relevant 
to your time at sea so it feels beneficial to be studying, and it’s also interesting!  Doing it alongside your 
friends makes the studying easier knowing that we are all working through it together, so you can help each 
other.  
 

Which types of vessels have you sailed upon so far and do you have any favourite ports of call? 
 

I have spent my time so far on Anchor Handling Tug Supply vessels.  The offshore industry is fascinating, 
and every day truly is different.  The work those vessels do is highly skilled, so the vessels’ capabilities are 
immense. 
 

From both a professional and personal perspective, what have been the highlights of your seagoing 
appointments to date? 
 

The cadetship has offered me some amazing opportunities that I had not even considered when joining, such 
as visiting the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in London, meeting with industry professionals and, 
most significantly, representing the Merchant Navy in the annual Festival of Remembrance at the Royal 
Albert Hall.  
 



 
 

 
What personal benefits have you gained so far from undertaking your cadetship? 
 
Not only have I gained industry specific knowledge, but I have also learnt skills that I can carry throughout 
other areas of my life.  You learn things about yourself and the world throughout the cadetship.  I also feel 
lucky to have made friendships and connections with some amazing people.  
 
How do you see your career developing once you have successfully completed your cadetship? 
 
There are many opportunities to consider after completing my cadetship.  I would love to use my OOW 
ticket to further explore opportunities and development with Maersk Supply Service.  
   
What would be your recommendations to someone who is considering undertaking an Officer Cadetship 
too in the near future?  
 
I could not recommend a cadetship more!  It isn’t easy, there are long periods away from home, ever-
changing environments, and lots of time and effort required.  But, the best things happen outside your 
comfort zone.  
 


