
Deck Officer (Unlimited Certification) - Progression Chart for Officer Cadets (HND Route)

Sea Service
Minimum 12 months 

MNTB Record Book

Higher National 
Diploma (HND) in
Nautical Science

(Full Academic Exemptions)

SQA Written Exams

OFFICER OF WATCH
STCW II/1 UNLIMITED 

3 Year Cadetship includes:

STCW Courses

Medical Fitness

MCA Oral Examination

Sea Service

Minimum of 12 
months while holding 

OOW certification

Sea Service

12 to 24 months 
seagoing service

(Must hold 36 months sea 
service since achieving 1st CoC. 

However, this will be reduced to 
24 months if 12 months sea 

service has been as Chief Mate)

CHIEF MATE
STCW II/2 UNLIMITED

MCA Oral Examination

Medical Fitness

15 weeks at college for 
SQA preparation and 
written examination, 
plus preparation for 

MCA Oral examination

STCW Courses 
(HELM/NAEST/PMC)

MASTER
STCW II/2 UNLIMITED

4 weeks’ tuition at 
college for Master’s 

MCA Oral examination

+ STCW Updating 
Training (if required)

Medical Fitness

MCA Oral Examination


